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1.0

Introduction

Cambium Inc. (Cambium) was retained by Municipality of Dysart et al.to conduct an
Environmental Impact Study - Wallings Road, Haliburton, Municipality of Dysart et al., Ontario
(Figure 1). The proposed development includes re-zoning of the property to allow for a multiresidential development. The property is owned by the Municipality and the re-zoning is being
undertaken prior to the sale of the property. Based on the proposed development, the whole
property will be considered the Site for this report.
The Environmental Impact Study (the Study) is required to address potential negative impacts
to natural heritage features identified during the preliminary development review process, as
required by the Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 (PPS). The Site contains or is adjacent to
(within 120 m) the following natural heritage and/or hydrologic features: fish habitat (within
Drag River and Head Lake) and mapped wetland (adjacent to the Site). The Site is within
Ecoregion 5E-11 of Ontario (Crins, Gray, Uhlig, & Wester, 2009). The property is within the
settlement area of Haliburton.
The Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) protects endangered or threatened species and
their habitats from harm or destruction. Habitat of endangered and threated species is
protected under provincial natural heritage policy; however, it is also the landowner’s
responsibility to ensure that no harm to these species occurs on their property. This Study
includes a habitat-based screening for species of conservation concern to determine if the Site
has suitable habitat for any provincial or federal species at risk (SAR).
In order to address the Study requirements of the approval authorities, Cambium has
conducted this Study to provide an evaluation of reasonably anticipated ecological impacts,
positive or negative, that may arise as a result of this proposed development to guide the
decision making process.

1.1 Terms of Reference
The scope of the Study was provided by Jeff Iles, Director of Planning and Land Information,
Municipality of Dysart et al. Mapping was provided that showed the location of fish spawning
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habitat and wetlands (as provided by Ducks Unlimited). These maps were used to scope the
Study. In addition, species at risk (SAR) and significant wildlife habitat (SWH) were required to
be addressed. Relevant documentation is provided in Appendix A.
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2.0

Applicable Natural Heritage Policy and Regulation

2.1 Provincial Policy Statement, 2020
Section 2.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) (Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, 2020) protects the form and function of natural heritage features as defined by the
PPS. Natural heritage features included in the PPS are provincially significant wetlands (PSW),
significant coastal wetlands, significant woodlands, significant valleylands, significant wildlife
habitat (SWH), significant areas of natural and scientific interest (ANSI), fish habitat, and the
habitat of endangered and threatened species. Given their significance, development is
prohibited within PSWs in Ecoregions 5E, 6E, and 7E and within significant coastal wetlands.
Development in fish habitat and the habitat of endangered and threatened species shall only
be permitted in accordance with provincial and federal requirements. Development within other
natural heritage features and on lands adjacent to all natural heritage features are permitted
only if demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the feature or their ecological
function. Development includes the creation of a new lot, a change in land use, or the
construction of buildings and structures requiring approval under the Planning Act.
Section 2.2 of the PPS protects the quality and quantity of water, including the form and
hydrologic function of sensitive surface water features and sensitive ground water features.
Focus is given to maintaining hydrologic linkages and functions at the watershed scale to
minimize potential negative impacts, including cross-jurisdictional and cross-watershed
impacts of development. Mitigative measures and/or alternative development approaches
should be considered for development near water features.

2.2 Zoning By-Law
Municipality of Dysart et al Zoning By-Law 2005-120 zones the Site as M - General Industrial
on the Schedule "A" Map 1: Haliburton Village Area. The proposed multi-residential
development of the Site requires a re-zoning.

Cambium Inc.

Page 3

Environmental Impact Study - Wallings Road, Haliburton, Municipality of Dysart et al., Ontario
Municipality of Dysart et al.
Ref. No.: 12783-001
7/21/21

2.3 Endangered Species Act, 2007
Species listed as endangered or threatened on the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list are
protected under the provincial Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) (Government of Ontario,
2007). Section 9(1) of the ESA prohibits a person from killing, harming, harassing, capturing or
taking a member of a species listed as endangered, threatened, or extirpated. Section 10(1) of
the ESA prohibits the damage or destruction of habitat of species listed as endangered or
threatened. Protection of special concern species is provided through designation of their
habitat as significant wildlife habitat, a provincially protected natural heritage feature.

2.4 Fisheries Act
Works within and adjacent to lakes, watercourses, and other bodies of water containing fish
have the potential to impact fish and/or fish habitat. As a result of amendments to the federal
Fisheries Act in 2015 and 2019, a proponent-led self-assessment is required for any project
near water that could potentially impact fish or fish habitat. The purpose of the self-assessment
is to determine whether the harmful alteration, disruption, or destruction (HADD) of fish habitat,
as defined by the Act, can be avoided. The Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) Fisheries
Protection Program provides a Decision Framework and guidance material for conducing
these self-assessments (available on-line at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html). If it
is determined that “HADD” may be unavoidable, the project should be submitted to DFO for
review and determination of project approach and conditions of approval.
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3.0

Technical Approach and Data Collection Methods

3.1 Background Information Review
Existing background information pertaining to the Site and surrounding landscape was
compiled and reviewed, as part of a comprehensive desktop exercise, to better understand
local biophysical conditions. In southern Ontario, readily available data includes orthoimagery,
topographic base mapping, and geological records. Natural environment and land use
schedules prepared in support of Official Plans and Zoning By-Laws were reviewed to acquire
municipal data. Natural area records and species occurrences were obtained from digital
resources and reference materials. The comprehensive desktop review for this Site included
the following resources:


Natural Heritage Areas: Make-a-map (Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry,
2018);



Aquatic Species at Risk Maps - Ontario (Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 2018);



Fish ON-Line (Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2018);



Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas (ORAA) (Ontario Nature, 2018);



Ontario Breeding Birds Atlas (OBBA) (2001-2005) (Bird Studies Canada, 2005)

Figure 2 shows the mapped natural heritage features present in the general area of the Site.

3.1.1

Ministry Consultation

Depending on the natural feature of the Site, ministry consultation may include the Ministry of
Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (MNDMNRF formerly MNRF)
and/or the Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP), as applicable.
In early 2019, the Government of Ontario made changes to the regulating authority on matters
related to SAR in the province. The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
is now responsible for administering the ESA and providing direction on potential compliance
issues. MECP has prepared a guidance document titled Client’s Guide to Preliminary
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Screening for Species at Risk (Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, 2019).
This document aims to “help clients better understand their obligation to gather information and
complete a preliminary screening for SAR before contacting the Ministry”. This document was
used to guide the SAR habitat-based screening for the Study.

3.2 Field Investigations
Information gathered through the background information review was used to guide the
development of the fieldwork program. The purpose of the site visit(s) was to verify information
acquired through existing documentation and to gather additional site-specific information. The
following sections provide the methods that were used to gather site-specific information.

3.2.1

Ecological Land Classification and Vegetation Inventory

The Ecological Land Classification (ELC) System for Southern Ontario (Lee, et al., 1998) was
used to classify vegetation communities on the Site. Definitions of vegetation types are derived
from the ELC for Southern Ontario First Approximation Field Guide (Lee, et al., 1998) and the
revised 2008 tables. ELC units were initially delineated and classified by orthoimagery
interpretation. Field investigations served to confirm the type and extent of communities on the
Site through vegetation inventory and soil assessment with a hand auger. Where vegetation
communities extend off the Site, classification is done through observation from property
boundaries and publically accessible lands.

3.2.2

Wetland Boundary Delineation

In Ontario, wetlands are mapped and evaluated under the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System
(OWES) (Ministry of Natural Resources, 2014). Mapped evaluated wetlands have undergone
extensive study and been assessed based on their form and function under four categories:
Biological, Social, Hydrological, and Special Features. Evaluated wetlands that score high
enough are deemed Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSW). Evaluated wetlands that did not
score high enough to be a PSW are called Locally Significant Wetlands (LSW). The province
also maps unevaluated wetlands. These mapped wetlands are approximate; as such, they
require field verification in order to confirm their presence and determine their boundaries. The
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subject wetland(s) was delineated following provincially approved methods outlined in the
Ontario Wetland Evaluation System: Northern Manual, 1st Ed. (Ministry of Natural Resources,
2014). Fieldwork was carried out by provincially certified Cambium staff.
Wetland boundaries were initially delineated and classified by orthoimagery interpretation. The
presence/absence of wetlands on the Site was confirmed through field investigations during
the growing season (late May through October). Wetland boundaries were determined using
the 50% wetland vegetation rule. Where vegetation-based delineation was inconclusive, soil
assessment with a hand auger was used to confirm wetland boundaries. Wetland boundaries
on the Site were marked with a hand-held GPS unit. Where wetland communities extend off
the Site, classification was done through observation from property boundaries and publically
accessible lands.

3.2.3

Surface Water and Drainage Feature Mapping

Presence, location, boundary, and direction of flow were confirmed for all surface water
features on and adjacent to the Site through visual investigation. Where feasible, the substrate
type and cover features of surface water features were also noted. Indicators of surface
drainage, including erosion of soils, gullies, and sediment deposition areas were noted and
traced to identify sources of erosion. All watercourse and drainage feature crossings were
noted and GPS marked in the field, including bridges, culverts, and bed-level crossings.

3.2.4

Habitat-Based Wildlife Surveys

Given the scale of the proposed development, a habitat-based approach was used to assess
potential impacts to wildlife, consistent with standard practice. General habitat information
gathered through the field investigations was used to assess the connectivity of the Site with
the surrounding landscape and evaluate the ecological significance of the local area. Cambium
staff actively searched for features that may provide specialized habitat for wildlife. These
searches included inspecting tree cavities, overturning logs, rocks and debris, and scanning for
scat, browse, sheds, fur, etc. Any evidence of breeding, forage, shelter, or nesting was noted.
Species and habitat observations were documented and photographed.

Cambium Inc.
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4.0

Characterization of Natural Features and Functions

Background information and field investigation data is provided in the following sections.
Based on the background and field data, an assessment of significance has been completed to
identify protected natural heritage features on and/or adjacent to the Site.
The following field investigations were carried out on the Site and are summarized in Table 1.
Table 1 Summary of Field Investigations
Date
Time On Site Weather

Observer

Wind: 1
2021-05-27

0845-1215

Noise: 1
Cloud: 20%

Activities
Ecological Land Classification

E. Silhanek

7-13ºC

Wetland Delineation
Surface Water Features
Wildlife Habitat Survey

Notes:
Wind speed is reported as a Beaufort Wind Scale value (0 = 0-2 kph, 1 = 3-5 kph, 2 = 6-11 kph, 3= 12-19 kph, 4 = 20-30 kph, 5 = 31-39 kph, 6
= 40-50 kph)
Noise is reported based on background noise levels: Index 0 – no appreciable effect, 1 – slightly affecting sampling, 2 – moderately affecting
sampling, 3 – seriously affecting sampling, 4 – profoundly affecting sampling.
Basking temperature is reported as the temperature measured at ground level.

4.1 Landscape Position and Topography
The Site is within the Ontario Shield Ecozone: Georgian Bay Ecoregion 5E, which is located in
south-central Ontario, extending southeast from Lake Superior to the central portion of the
Ottawa River valley in the east, including Parry Sound, Perth, North Bay, Sudbury, and Sault
Ste. Marie. This ecoregion is characterized by frequently exposed bedrock, shallow soils, and
mixed forests representative of the Great Lakes – St. Lawrence Forest Region (Lee, et al.,
1998).
The Site is flat with little topographic variation; however, topography in the general area slopes
to the south towards Head Lake. The portion of the Site north of Wallings Road includes an
open area where historical filling/grading has occurred to create a flat area. The flat area was
used for school bus parking at the time of the site visit. Piles of historical fill remain on the site
that have not been distributed and remain in piles. The portion of the Site south of Wallings
Road includes a hydro corridor and a raised area of exposed bedrock.

Cambium Inc.
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4.2 Vegetation Communities
Imagery for the Site from 2018 indicates that there is an existing open area north of Walling
Road that is used for parking school buses. The remaining portions of the Site are primarily
vegetated with deciduous trees and shrubs/herbaceous cover, with coniferous cover visible in
the northeast and southwest aspects of the Site. Conditions on the Site at the time of the Site
visit were consistent with the observations made based on the imagery.
The vegetation communities on the Site are summarized in Table 2 and are mapped on
Figure 3. A list of identified species and representative photos for each community are
provided in Appendix B.
Table 2 Vegetation Communities
No.

ELC Code

Community Description

Community Type S -Rank

1

CVC_1

Constructed Commercial - Business Sector

Cultural

N/A

2

SWT3-2

Willow Organic Thicket Swamp

Wetland

S5

3

FOMM10

Fresh-Moist Spruce/Fir – Hardwood Mixed Forest Terrestrial

N/A

4

FOD8-1

Fresh-Moist Poplar Deciduous Forest

S5

Terrestrial

A search for butternut (Juglans cinerea; provincially endangered) was completed as part of the
vegetation survey; no butternut were identified.

4.3 Wetland Delineation
The Municipality uses wetland mapping provided by Ducks Unlimited (DU) to identify potential
wetland areas. These wetlands were mapped based on desktop information and require field
verification. There were no mapped DU wetlands on the Site; however there were mapped DU
wetlands present on adjacent lands to the northwest, south, and east (as show on the map in
Appendix A).

Cambium Inc.
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The field investigations confirmed the presence of a wetland area on the Site, on the portion
north of Wallings Road, on the eastern side, that extended off-site into the adjacent right of
way. This community was classified as SWT3-2:Willow Organic Thicket Swamp and was GPS
marked in the field. This community was 0.16 ha in size, which is smaller than the minimum
size criteria for wetland units under OWES (0.5 ha). There were no surface water features
identified that provided water to this feature. A culvert was present under Wallings Road on the
east side of the Site; however, no flow or indicators of sustained flow were present on either
side of this culvert. A drainage ditch was identified on the north side of this feature that
directed flow north towards Halbiem Crescent. Another drainage ditch was identified on
adjacent properties to the east, that directed flow between properties and towards Head Lake.
Based on the local topography and roads, the wetland on the Site appears to collect water
during spring melt and other high rain events and directs this flow to the north and east into
ditches, eventually to Head Lake. Historical fill/grading on the Site has also likely contributed to
the concentration of surface water in this wetland area.
No wetlands on adjacent lands were visible from the property boundary or roads.

4.4 Surface Water and Drainage Features
Drag River and Head Lake are located in the general vicinity of the Site; however, Drag River
is beyond the 120 m adjacent lands of the Site (Figure 3). Head Lake is within 120 m of the
Site, off the south east corner. There are single and multi-residential developments between
the Site and Head Lake, as well as Wallings Road. No direct surface water feature connected
the Site with Head Lake; however, roadways and ditches would provide an in-direct
connection.

4.5 Fish and Fish Habitat
Drag River and Head Lake supports a diverse fish community and provides thermal habitat
conditions varying from warmwater to coldwater (in deep water areas). Fish ON-Line lists the
following species as present in Head Lake:
Cisco

Cambium Inc.
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Muskellunge

Esox masquinongy

Pumpkinseed

Lepomis gibbosus

Smallmouth bass

Micropterus dolomieu

Walleye

Sander vitreus vitreus

White sucker

Catostomus commersoni

Yellow perch

Perca flavescens

Stocking for Brown Trout (Salmo trutta) occur in the Drag River and stocking for Walleye
occurs in Head Lake.

4.6 Significant Wildlife Habitat
Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH) guidance documents produced by the MNRF were used as
a guide to identify and confirm SWH on the Site (MNR, 2000). The Significant Wildlife Habitat
Criteria Schedules for Ecoregion 5E (Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2015) apply
to the proposed works. Information gathered during the background review and field
investigations were compared to SWH criteria to identify SWH habitat at the Site. Based on our
observations during field investigations and the ELC classifications described in Section 4.2,
the Site does not meet the criteria for any other designation as SWH.
While not in the 5E Criteria Schedules, there is one SWH type mapped on the Site, as shown
on Figure 2: Moose Early Wintering Area. This SWH is discussed below.
Details on special concern species and their protected SWH is provided under Section 4.7.

4.6.1

Moose Early Wintering Area

Moose Early Wintering Areas are mapped by the MNRF and are not subject to site-specific
verification. A site-based assessment is done to identify suitable habitat and allow for an
impact assessment to be conducted. Moose Early Wintering Area are characterized as mature
or over-mature, open canopy, mixed-wood stands with less than 60 per cent tree cover, as well
areas that had been burned or cutover about five to twenty years ago. The vegetation

Cambium Inc.
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communities on the Site do not meet these criteria. Furthermore, the Site is within the
settlement area of Haliburton and is surrounded by developed lands. Based on these
considerations, the Site does not provide suitable early winter habitat for Moose.

4.7 Species of Conservation Concern
A list of species of conservation concern with potential to occur in the general vicinity of the
Site has been compiled based on known species’ ranges, habitat requirements, and review of
background information sources (as listed in Section 3.1). In addition, the list has been
augmented with direct field observations from the current study, as detailed in the previous
sections. Cambium has employed a habitat-based screening, supplemented with targeted field
surveys when necessary, in order to identify suitable habitat for species located on or adjacent
to the Site. A detailed habitat suitability analysis is provided in Appendix C and a discussion of
the results is provided below.
No Critical Habitat for aquatic species at risk listed under SARA was identified in Drag River or
Head Lake on or adjacent to the Site.
No cavity trees or buildings/structures suitable for bat habitat were identified on the Site.
Incidental observations of birds during the site visit included:
American crow

Corvus brachyrhynchos

American robin

Turdus migratorius

Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus
Blue jay

Cyanocitta cristata

Brown thrasher

Toxostoma rufum

Cedar waxwing

Bombycilla cedrorum

Common grackle

Quiscalus quiscula

Common raven

Corvus corax

Common yellowthroat

Cambium Inc.

Geothlypis trichas

Page 12

Environmental Impact Study - Wallings Road, Haliburton, Municipality of Dysart et al., Ontario
Municipality of Dysart et al.
Ref. No.: 12783-001
7/21/21

Mourning dove

Zenaida macroura

Song sparrow

Melospiza melodia

Yellow warbler

Setophaga petechia

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius
None of these species is rare or at risk in Ontario.

4.7.1

Endangered and Threatened Species

Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii) is a SAR listed as threatened on the SARO list.
Blanding’s turtles spend the majority of their life cycle in the aquatic environment, using
terrestrial sites for travel between habitat patches and to lay clutches of eggs. These turtles
prefer shallow nutrient rich water with organic sediment and dense vegetation. Blanding’s
turtles nest in a variety of open habitats with low vegetation cover and high sun exposure such
as in forest clearings, meadows, shorelines, beaches, rock outcrops, cornfields, gravel roads,
road shoulders, ploughed fields, gardens, powerline rights-of-ways, yards and abandoned
railroad beds (Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2017). The Site does not have any
suitable permenent habitat for this turtle species; however, this species is known to occur in
the area of the Site and can travel long distances to nesting sites. While the suitability of the
Site is low for nesting, due to the historical fill that has been compacted and used for parking,
there is potential for this species to be in the area during construction activities.

Cambium Inc.
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5.0

Impact Assessment and Mitigation Measures

The proposed development includes re-zoning of the property to allow for a multi-residential
development. The following sections address potential impacts to protected features identified
on and adjacent to the Site that may result from the proposed development and site alteration:


Other Wetlands and Drainage Features



Inland Lakes and Fish Habitat



Significant Wildlife Habitat

No other natural heritage features protected by provincial policy were confirmed on or adjacent
to the Site.
Mitigation measures and best management practices have been recommended to ensure that
the integrity of the current existing natural features are protected and/or enhanced and
furthermore that their functions are not negatively impacted during or following construction.

5.1 Other Wetlands and Drainage Features
An unevaluated, unmapped wetland area that does not meet the minimum size criteria of 0.5
ha for wetland units under OWES was identified on the Site. This community was classified as
SWT3-2:Willow Organic Thicket Swamp (0.16 ha in size; Figure 4). Based on the local
topography, ditches, and roads, the wetland appears to collect water during spring melt and
other high rain events and directs this flow to the north and east into ditches, eventually to
Head Lake. This feature is too small to meet ecological criteria for SWH and provides minimal
ecological value in this existing developed settlement area. Based on the assessment herein,
this feature is not protected by provincial natural heritage policy.
This feature can be removed provided that a “maintain recharge” recommendation is
implemented for the Site to address the presence of this wetland area. Recharge should be
considered within the stormwater management (SWM) plans for the Site, such that measures
to promote infiltration are encouraged. These could include, but are not limited to, grassed
swales, rain gardens, and permeable pavement materials. The SWM plan should also consider
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roads and ditches in the area of the Site to ensure surface water during flow events is
appropriately managed.
Runoff from the Site is expected to increase with the introduction of impermeable surfaces
(i.e., building roofs, roadways, and walkways) and compacted surfaces with reduced infiltration
capacity. Measures to increase infiltration of run-off from these surfaces should be encouraged
and, where possible, included in the Site Plan for the development. Eaves trough downspouts
should be directed to vegetated areas (such as lawn, or gardens) and not onto hardened
surfaces, to encourage infiltration.

5.2 Inland Lakes and Fish Habitat
No direct impacts are proposed to the Drag River or Head Lake; the Site is over 30 m away
from these features as shown on Figure 4. While there is no direct connection between the
Site and adjacent waterbodies (Drag River and Head Lake), there is potential for mobilization
of sediments during construction. Prior to any construction activities taking place, it is essential
that perimeter erosion and sediment control (ESC) fencing be installed around construction
areas. Fencing should be properly keyed into the ground and securely fastened to vertical
supports spaced ≤ 2 m apart (i.e., light-duty sediment fence). This key control measure will
help prevent sediment from entering surface water features (i.e., lakes and the watercourse) in
the surrounding landscape. All sediment fencing should be regularly maintained and kept in
good working condition, until the area has been stabilized and/or successfully revegetated.
Any observed overland drainage channels originating from Site, that may or may not have
arisen as a result of erosion, should be directed to a check dam structure, prior to discharging
to off-site areas. No impacts to fish habitat are anticipated provided these recommendations
are adhered to.

5.3 Significant Wildlife Habitat
Moose Early Wintering Area is mapped on the Site; however, the Site does not provide
suitable vegetation communities to support this SWH type. Based on the absence of suitable
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communities, no impact to SWH for Moose Early Wintering Area is anticipated from the
proposed development.

5.4

Best Management Practices

Nesting birds are protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994. Vegetation
clearing on the Site should occur outside the breeding bird season, which extends from April
15 to August 15 in the local area (as per Environment and Climate Change Canada
Guidelines). In the event that construction is planned to proceed during the bird breeding
season, the area should be investigated for the presence of breeding birds and nests
containing eggs and/or young, prior to Site alteration. Nests discovered should be left
undisturbed until young have fledged or the nest is determined to be inactive.
Turtles are particularly vulnerable to construction-related impacts on sites adjacent to
wetlands, watercourses, and waterbodies. ESC fencing described in Section 5.2 can double as
Wildlife Exclusion Fencing. This fencing should be installed around the perimeter of the
construction area prior to May 1 of the year of construction in order to keep turtles and other
small wildlife (frogs, snakes, etc.) from entering the construction area. The silt fence should be
inspected regularly to ensure that it remains in good condition, and any downed areas, rips, or
holes should be repaired or replaced immediately. The area of construction should also be
actively inspected for turtles each day prior to the start of work throughout the duration of
construction at the Site.
As the Site is located adjacent to potential habitat for turtles, workers should be aware of the
nesting season for turtles, which extends from May 15 to August 15. All stockpiled materials
should be kept inside the exclusion fencing area and ideally should be covered and well
secured around the base, to prevent turtles from nesting in loose substrates. Should any
nesting turtles be encountered, work should stop immediately and the turtle should be left to
finish nesting undisturbed. The turtle should be photographed and the nest marked to ensure it
is not disturbed during construction, or until eggs have hatched (late August – September). If a
nest is laid in a stockpile or other area that requires disturbance, Cambium should be
contacted to determine if the nest can be relocated.

Cambium Inc.

Page 16

Environmental Impact Study - Wallings Road, Haliburton, Municipality of Dysart et al., Ontario
Municipality of Dysart et al.
Ref. No.: 12783-001
7/21/21

Though not identified in the field inventories, any subsequently identified SAR discovered on
the property will be left undisturbed as dictated by the Endangered Species Act, 2007. If any
SAR individuals are encountered, they should be photographed and allowed time to move out
of harm’s way. SAR observations should be reported to the Natural Heritage Information
Centre.
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6.0

Summary of Mitigation, Compensation, and Best Practices

The following recommendations are provided for the proposed development:
1. The wetland area on the Site does not meet criteria for protection under provincial policy.
This feature can be removed provided that a “maintain recharge” recommendation is
implemented for the Site.
2. Recharge should be considered within the stormwater management (SWM) plans for the
Site, such that measures to promote infiltration are encouraged.
3. The SWM plan should consider roads and ditches in the area of the Site to ensure surface
water during flow events is appropriately managed.
4. Runoff from the Site is expected to increase with the introduction of impermeable surfaces
and compacted surfaces. Measures to increase infiltration of run-off from these surfaces
should be encouraged and eaves trough downspouts should be directed to vegetated
areas.
5. Prior to any construction activities taking place, it is essential that perimeter erosion and
sediment control (ESC) fencing be installed around construction areas.
6. All sediment fencing should be regularly maintained and kept in good working condition,
until the area has been stabilized and/or successfully revegetated.
7. Any observed overland drainage channels originating from Site, that may or may not have
arisen as a result of erosion, should be directed to a check dam structure, prior to
discharging to off-site areas.
8. Nesting birds are protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994. Vegetation
clearing on the Site should occur outside the breeding bird season, which extends from
April 15 to August 15 in the local area (as per Environment and Climate Change Canada
Guidelines).
9. Bird nests discovered should be left undisturbed until young have fledged or the nest is
determined to be inactive.
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10. ESC fencing can double as Wildlife Exclusion Fencing. This fencing should be installed
around the perimeter of the construction area prior to May 1 of the year of construction
11. The area of construction should be actively inspected for turtles each day prior to the start
of work throughout the duration of construction at the Site.
12. Should any nesting turtles be encountered, work should stop immediately and the turtle
should be left to finish nesting undisturbed. The turtle should be photographed and the nest
marked to ensure it is not disturbed during construction, or until eggs have hatched (late
August – September).
13. If a nest is laid in a stockpile or other area that requires disturbance, Cambium should be
contacted to determine if the nest can be relocated.
14. Though not identified in the field inventories, any subsequently identified SAR discovered
on the property will be left undisturbed as dictated by the Endangered Species Act, 2007. If
any SAR individuals are encountered, they should be photographed and allowed time to
move out of harm’s way. SAR observations should be reported to the Natural Heritage
Information Centre.
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7.0

Closing

In closing, potential negative impacts associated with the proposed development and site
alteration can be appropriately minimized, provided that the recommendations outlined in
Section 6.0 are adhered to. The information presented herein demonstrates that the proposed
development can be carried out in a way that will not adversely impact natural heritage and
hydrologic features and function identified on or adjacent to the subject Site. Furthermore, the
proposed development complies with applicable provincial policy.
Respectfully submitted,

Cambium Inc.

Andrea Hicks, M.Sc.
Natural Science Group Manager

Ernie Silhanek, F&W Dipl.,
Senior Ecologist
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Appendix A
Natural Features Map
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Appendix B
Vegetation Species List
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VEGETATION
COMMUNITY
CLASSIFICATION:

Cultural
Developed
CVC_1

COMMUNITY #:

PROJECT NUMBER:

12783-001

DATE:

1

LOCATION:

Wallings Road

May 27, 2021

PROJECT
MANAGER:

Andrea Hicks

COORDINATES:

45.0473488, 78.5227004

FIELD STAFF:

Ernie Silhanek

FIELD SHEET – Vegetation Species List
Common Name

Scientific Name

Family

CoW

CoC

Balsam Poplar

Populus balsamifera

Salicaceae

-3

4

Bitter Wintercress

Barbarea vulgaris

Brassicaceae

0

SNA

Black Locust

Robinia pseudoacacia

Fabaceae

3

SNA

Chokecherry

Prunus virginiana var.
virginiana

Rosaceae

3

Common Dandelion

Taraxacum officinale

Asteraceae

3

Common Milkweed

Asclepias syriaca

Apocynaceae

5

Common Mullein

Verbascum thapsus ssp.
thapsus

Scrophulariaceae

5

SNA

Common Plantain

Plantago major

Plantaginaceae

3

SNA

Common Viper's Bugloss

Echium vulgare

Boraginaceae

5

SNA

Curled Dock

Rumex crispus

Polygonaceae

0

SNA

Field Horsetail

Equisetum arvense

Equisetaceae

0

Garden Bird's-foot Trefoil

Lotus corniculatus

Fabaceae

3

SNA

Kentucky Bluegrass

Poa pratensis ssp.
pratensis

Poaceae

3

SNA

Orchard Grass

Dactylis glomerata

Poaceae

3

SNA

Oxeye Daisy

Leucanthemum vulgare

Asteraceae

5

SNA

Red Clover

Trifolium pratense

Fabaceae

3

SNA

Red Raspberry

Rubus idaeus

Rosaceae

3

Scots Pine

Pinus sylvestris var.
sylvestris

Pinaceae

3

SNA

Sulphur Cinquefoil

Potentilla recta

Rosaceae

5

SNA

Tall Goldenrod

Solidago altissima

Asteraceae

3

Vicia cracca

Fabaceae

5

Vitaceae

3

6

S4?

Rosaceae

3

2

S5

Tufted Vetch
Virginia Creeper
Wild Strawberry

Parthenocissus
quinquefolia
Fragaria virginiana ssp.
virginiana

NOTES: Disturbed area. Dominant cover is open.

2

SARA

SARO

S-Rank
S5

S5
SNA

0

0

2

1

S5

S5

S5

S5
SNA

VEGETATION COMMUNITY PHOTOS:

VEGETATION
COMMUNITY
CLASSIFICATION:

SWT3-2 Willow
Organic Thicket
Swamp

PROJECT NUMBER:

12783-001

COMMUNITY #:
DATE:

2

LOCATION:

Wallings Road

May 27,
2021

PROJECT
MANAGER:

Andrea Hicks

COORDINATES:

45.0474497, 78.5220662

FIELD STAFF:

Ernie Silhanek

FIELD SHEET – Vegetation Species List
Common Name

Scientific Name

Family

CoW

CoC

Balsam Fir

Abies balsamea

Pinaceae

-3

5

Bittersweet Nightshade

Solanum dulcamara

Solanaceae

0

Common Marsh Bedstraw

Galium palustre

Rubiaceae

-5

5

S5

Dwarf Raspberry

Rubus pubescens

Rosaceae

-3

4

S5

Dwarf Scouring-rush

Equisetum scirpoides

Equisetaceae

0

7

S5

Grass-leaved Goldenrod

Euthamia graminifolia

Asteraceae

0

2

S5

Meadow Horsetail

Equisetum pratense

Equisetaceae

-3

8

S5

Meadow Willow

Salix petiolaris

Salicaceae

-3

3

S5

Morrow's Honeysuckle

Lonicera morrowii

Caprifoliaceae

3

Northern Swamp Buttercup

Ranunculus caricetorum

Ranunculaceae

-5

5

S5

Paper Birch

Betula papyrifera

Betulaceae

3

2

S5

Pussy Willow

Salix discolor

Salicaceae

-3

3

S5

Red-osier Dogwood

Cornus sericea

Cornaceae

-3

2

S5

Sensitive Fern

Onoclea sensibilis

Dryopteridaceae

-3

4

S5

Soft-stemmed Bulrush

Schoenoplectus
tabernaemontani

Cyperaceae

-5

5

S5

Spotted Jewelweed

Impatiens capensis

Balsaminaceae

-3

4

S5

True Forget-me-not

Myosotis scorpioides

Boraginaceae

-5

Tussock Sedge

Carex stricta

Cyperaceae

-5

4

S5

Virginia Waterleaf

Hydrophyllum virginianum
var. virginianum

Hydrophyllaceae

0

6

S5

White Elm

Ulmus americana

Ulmaceae

-3

3

S5

White Meadowsweet

Spiraea alba var. alba

Rosaceae

-3

3

S5

Yellow Avens

Geum aleppicum

Rosaceae

0

2

S5

Yellow Iris

Iris pseudacorus

Iridaceae

-5

NOTES: Willow thicket- organic soils

SARA

SARO

S-Rank
S5
SNA

SNA

SNA

SNA

VEGETATION COMMUNITY PHOTOS:

VEGETATION
COMMUNITY
CLASSIFICATION:

FOMM10 FreshMoist Spruce/Fir –
Hardwood Mixed
Forest

PROJECT NUMBER:
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COMMUNITY #:
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3

LOCATION:

Wallings road

COORDINATES:

May 27, 2021

PROJECT
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Andrea Hicks
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FIELD SHEET – Vegetation Species List
Common Name

Scientific Name

Family

CoW

CoC

American Beech

Fagus grandifolia

Fagaceae

3

6

S4

Balsam Fir

Abies balsamea

Pinaceae

-3

5

S5

Chokecherry

Prunus virginiana var.
virginiana

Rosaceae

3

2

S5

Common Buttercup

Ranunculus acris

Ranunculaceae

0

Drooping Woodland Sedge

Carex arctata

Cyperaceae

5

European Mountain-ash

Sorbus aucuparia

Rosaceae

5

Maple-leaved Viburnum

Viburnum acerifolium

Caprifoliaceae

5

Norway Spruce

Picea abies

Pinaceae

5

Paper Birch

Betula papyrifera

Betulaceae

3

2

S5

Pennsylvania Sedge

Carex pensylvanica

Cyperaceae

5

5

S5

Spinulose Wood Fern

Dryopteris carthusiana

Dryopteridaceae

-3

5

S5

Trembling Aspen

Populus tremuloides

Salicaceae

0

2

S5

White Ash

Fraxinus americana

Oleaceae

3

4

S4

White Elm

Ulmus americana

Ulmaceae

-3

3

S5

Picea glauca

Pinaceae

3

6

S5

Liliaceae

3

5

S5

Rosaceae

3

2

S5

White Spruce
Wild Lily-of-the-valley
Wild Strawberry

Maianthemum canadense
ssp. canadense
Fragaria virginiana ssp.
virginiana

NOTES: Mixed forest Norway Spruce, White Spruce, Paper Birch. Dominant cover is trees.

SARA

SARO

S-Rank

SNA
5

S5
SNA

6

S5
SNA

VEGETATION COMMUNITY PHOTOS:

VEGETATION
COMMUNITY
CLASSIFICATION:

FOD8-1 Fresh-Moist
Poplar Deciduous
Forest

PROJECT NUMBER:

12783-001

COMMUNITY #:
DATE:

4

LOCATION:

Wallings road

COORDINATES:

45.0474693, 78.5232758

May 27,
2021

PROJECT
MANAGER:

Andrea Hicks

FIELD STAFF:

Ernie Silhanek

FIELD SHEET – Vegetation Species List
Common Name

Scientific Name

Family

CoW

CoC

Balsam Poplar

Populus balsamifera

Salicaceae

-3

4

S5

Tilia americana

Tiliaceae

3

4

S5

Rosaceae

3

3

S5

Rosaceae

3

2

S5

Basswood
Black Cherry
Chokecherry

Prunus serotina var.
serotina
Prunus virginiana var.
virginiana

SARA

SARO

S-Rank

Common Dandelion

Taraxacum officinale

Asteraceae

3

Drooping Woodland Sedge

Carex arctata

Cyperaceae

5

5

S5

Early Goldenrod

Solidago juncea

Asteraceae

5

3

S5

Eastern White Cedar

Thuja occidentalis

Cupressaceae

-3

4

S5

Eastern White Pine

Pinus strobus

Pinaceae

3

4

S5

Morrow's Honeysuckle

Lonicera morrowii

Caprifoliaceae

3

SNA

Orchard Grass

Dactylis glomerata

Poaceae

3

SNA

Pin Cherry

Prunus pensylvanica

Rosaceae

3

Red Clover

Trifolium pratense

Fabaceae

3

Red Raspberry

Rubus idaeus

Rosaceae

3

2

S5

Sensitive Fern

Onoclea sensibilis

Dryopteridaceae

-3

4

S5

Sulphur Cinquefoil

Potentilla recta

Rosaceae

5

Tall Goldenrod

Solidago altissima

Asteraceae

3

Tatarian Honeysuckle

Lonicera tatarica

Caprifoliaceae

3

Trembling Aspen

Populus tremuloides

Salicaceae

0

2

S5

Vitaceae

3

6

S4?

Hydrophyllaceae

0

6

S5

Fraxinus americana

Oleaceae

3

4

S4

White Spruce

Picea glauca

Pinaceae

3

6

S5

Wild Strawberry

Fragaria virginiana ssp.
virginiana

Rosaceae

3

2

S5

Virginia Creeper
Virginia Waterleaf
White Ash

Parthenocissus
quinquefolia
Hydrophyllum virginianum
var. virginianum

SNA

3

S5
SNA

SNA
1

S5
SNA

NOTES: Young trees - successional forest dominated by Poplar- balsam and trembling aspen. Dominant cover is trees, canopy of between 25% and 60%..
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APPENDIX: Species of Conservation Concern - Haliburton County
Federal
COMMON NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAME

SARA

Provincial
SARO

SUITABLE HABITAT

SPECIES OBSERVATIONS

ASSESSMENT

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

Consideration required under the
ESA

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

S-RANK

SPECIES DESCRIPTION AND HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

S4B

The Bank Swallow is a small songbird of around 12 cm long with a distinctive dark breast
band, that flies with quick and erratic wingbeats (1). It nests in burrows in natural and
human-made settings where there are vertical faces in silt and sand deposits. This can
include banks of rivers and lakes, bluffs, active sand and gravel pits, road cuts and stockpiles
of soils. However, they prefer sand-silt substrates for excavating their nest burrows. They
often use large wetlands as communal nocturnal roosts post-breeding or during wintering
periods (2).

S4B

The Barn Swallow is a mid-sized songbird with steel-blue backs and wings, glossy in males,
and a line of white spots across its upper tail. It lives in a variety of open habitats for
foraging, such as grassy fields, pastures, certain agricultural crops, shorelines, cottage areas, Yes: adjacent lands
wetlands, or subarctic tundra (2). They prefer to nest within human made structures such as
only
barns, bridges, and culverts. Barn Swallow nests are cup-shaped and made of mud, typically
attached to horizontal beams or vertical walls underneath an overhang (1).

Birds

Bank Swallow

Barn Swallow

Riparia riparia

Hirundo rustica

THR

THR

THR

THR

Bobolink

Dolichonyx oryzivorus

THR

THR

Chimney Swift

Chaetura pelagica

THR

THR

Common Nighthawk

Chordeiles minor

THR

SC

Eastern Meadowlark

Sturnella magna

THR

THR

Eastern Wood-Pewee

Contopus virens

SC

SC

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Contopus cooperi

THR

SC

Red-headed Woodpecker

Melanerpes erythrocephalus

THR

SC

Rusty Blackbird

Euphagus carolinus

SC

SC

Wood Thrush

Hylocichla mustelina

THR

SC

The Bobolink is a mid-sized songbird of tan colour with black stripes, except for males
during summer breeding season who are black with a white back and yellow collar. It
S4B
prefers tall, grassy meadows, hayfields and some croplands, and feeds (largely on insects)
on the ground in dense grasses (1). It tends to nest in forage crops: hayfields and pastures
dominated by species including clover, bluegrass, and broadleaf plants (2).
The Chimney Swift is a small bird, between 12 and 14 cm, with a brown, cigar-shaped body,
slender wings, and an erratic flight pattern. Prior to settlement, the Chimney Swift would
S4B,S4N mainly nest in cave walls and hollow trees. Now, it is found mostly near urban and suburban
areas where the presence of chimneys or other manmade structures provide nesting and
roosting habitat. They also tend to stay in habitat close to the water (1).
The Common Nighthawk is a medium-sized bird with long, pointed wings, a long tail with a
notch, and and large eyes. Its plumage of dark brown with black and white specks blends
with its roost site. It is typically found in open areas such as gravel beaches, rock outcrops
S4B
and burned woodlands, that have little to no ground vegetation. This species can also be
found in highly disturbed locations such as clear cuts, mine tailing areas, cultivated fields,
urban parks, gravel roads, and orchards (1).
The Eastern Meadowlark is a medium-sized migratory songbird with a bright yellow throat
and belly, a black V shape on its chest, and a pointed bill. It prefers pastures and hayfields,
but is also found to breed in orchards, shrubby fields, human-use areas such as airports and
S4B
roadsides, or other open areas. The Eastern Meadowlark can nest from early May to midAugust, in nests that are built on the ground and well-camouflaged with a roof woven from
grasses (1).
The Eastern Wood-pewee is a species of 'flycatcher', a bird that eats flying insects. It grows
to approximately 15 cm, has greyish-olive upper parts and pale bars on its wings. This
S4B
species lives in the mid-canopy layer of forest clearings and edges of deciduous and mixed
forests. It prefers intermediate-age forest stands with little understory vegetation (1). It
typically creates nests on tree branches 2-12 m in height (2).
The Olive-sided Flycatcher is a medium-sized songbird with olive colouring, often seen
perching on top of tall trees waiting to catch their prey. It prefers open areas along natural
mature forest edges, forest edges near natural openings such as rivers or swamps, humanS4B
made openings, or burned forest openings with numbers of dead trees. Breeding habitat
usually consists of coniferous or mixed forests adjacent to rivers or wetlands, in Ontario
often nesting in White and Black Spruce, Jack Pine, and Balsam Fir (1).
The Red-headed Woodpecker is a mid-sized bird, at around 20 cm long, with a vivid red
head, neck and breast as well a strong bill. The species can be found in open woodland and
S4B
woodland edges, often near man-made landscapes such as parks, golf courses and
cemeteries. These areas must contain a large number of dead trees for perching and
nesting (1).
The Rusty Blackbird, a medium-sized songbird with pale, yellow eyes and a slender black bill,
has recently been listed as special concern both federally and provincially. The species
breeds in habitats dominated by coniferous forest with wetlands nearby including bogs,
S4B
marshes, and beaver ponds. In Ontario, their breeding range is found in the Hudson Bay
Lowlands and northern Boreal Shield ecozones. During the winter, it can be found in wet
woodlands, swamps, and pond edges plus often foraging in agricultural lands (1).
The Wood Thrush is a medium-sized songbird of around 20 cm with rusty brown coloured
upper parts and white underparts with large dark spots. It breeds in deciduous and mixed
S4B
forests with moderate understories, shade and abundant leaf litter where it forages for
food, including larval and adult insects as well as plant material. They prefer moist stands of
trees with well-developed undergrowth and tall trees for perches (1).

Herptiles

Blanding's Turtle

Emydoidea blandingii

THR

THR

S3

Eastern Musk Turtle

Sternotherus odoratus

SC

SC

S3

Midland Painted Turtle

Chrysemys picta marginata

SC

-

S4

Snapping Turtle

Chelydra serpentina

SC

SC

S3

Spotted Turtle

Clemmys guttata

END

END

S2

Wood Turtle

Glyptemys insculpta

THR

END

S2

Eastern Hog-nosed Snake

Heterodon platirhinos

THR

THR

S3

Eastern Milksnake

Lampropeltis triangulum

SC

NAR

S4

Blanding’s Turtles are identifiable by their bright yellow throat and chin and domed shell.
They spend the majority of their life cycle in the aquatic environment, usually in large
wetlands or shallow lakes with high densities of water plants (1). These turtles prefer
shallow, nutrient rich water with organic sediment and dense vegetation. They use
Yes: adjacent lands
terrestrial sites for travel between habitat patches and to lay clutches of eggs, often going
only
hundreds of meters from their nearest water body. Blanding’s Turtles nest in dry coniferous
and mixed forest habitats, as well as fields and roadsides (2). From late October until the
end of April, they hibernate in the mud at the bottom of permanent water bodies (1).
The Eastern Musk Turtle is small with a narrow carapace, a dark brown body and two light
stripes on each side of their head (5). It is a small freshwater turtle found primarily in slow
Yes: adjacent lands
moving water bodies with abundant emergent vegetation and mucky bottoms along the
only
southern edge of the Canadian Shield within which they burrow into overwinter. Nesting
sites vary, but must be close to the water and exposed to direct sunlight (1).
The Midland Painted Turtle has a olive to black carapace with red or dark orange markings
on the marginal scutes, as well as red and yellow stripes on the head and neck. The species
Yes: adjacent lands
uses a variety of waterbodies including, ponds, marshes, lakes and slow-moving creeks with
only
a soft bottom and an abundance of basking sites and aquatic vegetation. This species usually
hibernates on the bottom of waterbodies (5).
The Snapping Turtle, with its large serrated carapace, small plastron, and spiked tail, is
Canada's largest freshwater turtle (5). It spends the majority of its life in water, preferring
Yes: adjacent lands
shallow water with soft mud and leaf litter, and will travel upland to gravel or sandy
only
embankments, roadsides, along railway lines or beaches to lay their eggs (1).
The Spotted Turtle is named after the distinct yellow spots on its carapace. The species is
semi-aquatic and prefers ponds, marshes, bogs and even ditches with slow-moving,
unpolluted water and an abundant supply of aquatic vegetation. This species usually
No
hibernates in wetlands or seasonally wet areas with structures such as overhanging banks,
hummocks, tree roots, or aquatic animal burrows (1).
The Wood Turtle has orange coloured front legs, neck and chin and a sculpted carapace
with raised, pyramidal scutes (5). They prefer clear rivers and streams that have moderate
current, and sandy or gravelly substrates. This species spends more time on land than other
No
turtle species including in meadows, swamps and fields. Wooded areas are an essential
habitat component, and the species uses aquatic habitats for hibernation and mating.
Nesting occurs in areas with sandy soil and abundant light (1).
The Eastern Hog-nosed Snake can be a variety of colours and patterns so is most easily
identified by its flattened, upturned nose. They prefer sandy well-drained habitats such as
beaches and dry forests because they lay their eggs, hibernate and burrow in these areas.
No
The main diet of this snake is toads and frogs, so they usually stay close to water including
marshes and swamps, where they have an increased chance of finding their preferred prey
(1).
The Eastern Milksnake's colouration is grey or tan with reddish alternating blotches otlines
in black along its back and sides (5). It has recently been delisted from being a species at risk
in Ontario (1). This species tends to use open habitats such as rocky outcrops, fields and
forest edges. The preferred prey of milksnakes are mice, small rodents, and ground nesting
birds which are amply found in and surrounding agricultural outbuildings. The milksnake is
secretive and is not likely to be encountered during the day or at night while hunting (5).

No

APPENDIX: Species of Conservation Concern - Haliburton County
Federal
COMMON NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAME

SARA

Provincial
SARO

S-RANK

Eastern Ribbonsnake

Thamnophis sauritus

SC

SC

S4

Common Five-lined Skink
(Southern Shield Population)

Plestiodon fasciatus

SC

SC

S3

Western Chorus Frog

Pseudacris triseriata

THR

-

S3

SUITABLE HABITAT

SPECIES OBSERVATIONS

ASSESSMENT

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

Known to occur in the general
area

No further consideration
required

No

Confirmed absent through
targeted surveys

No further consideration
required

No

Confirmed absent through
targeted surveys

No further consideration
required

No

Confirmed absent through
targeted surveys

No further consideration
required

SPECIES DESCRIPTION AND HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

The Eastern Ribbonsnake is slender with three bright yellow stripes running down its back
and sides and a white crescent in front of each eye. This snake is usually found close to
water as they are strong swimmers, often fleeing predators by diving into shallow water. It
prefers wetland habitats where its prey species, frogs and small fish, are abundant. Over
winter, they congregate in underground burrows or rock crevices to hibernate (1).
The Common Five-lined Skink is Ontario's only lizard species. Its Southern Shield population
can be found underneath rocks on open bedrock in forests and like to bask on sunny rocks
and logs. They hibernate in crevices among rocks or buried in the soil (1). They hibernate in
groups under rocks and tree stumps or in rotting wood (5).
The Western Chorus Frog is small with a dark stripe running through its eye and a light
stripe underneath (5). It is primarily a lowland terrestrial species that requires access to
terrestrial and aquatic habitats in close proximity to one another. Relying on marshes and
wooded wetlands adjacent to forested habitats, this species also requires isolated, predator
free pools for breeding. Temporary pools, such as vernal pools in wooded areas, are
preferred. This species hibernates terrestrially in a variety of environments, including leaf
litter, wood debris, and vacant animal burrows (2).

Mammals

Tri-colored Bat

Perimyotis subflavus

END

END

S3?

Eastern Small-footed Myotis

Myotis leibii

No Status

END

S2S3

Little Brown Myotis

Myotis lucifugus

END

END

S4

Northern Myotis

Myotis septentrionalis

END

END

S3

Algonquin Wolf

Canis lycaon

SC

THR

S4

The Tri-colored Bat is small, with pale brown with orange-red forearms, muzzle, and ears. It
is named for the black, yellow, and brown hairs on its back. It is considered rare in this
region of Ontario which is at the northernmost limit of the natural range. These bats prefer
to nest in foliage, tree cavities and woodpecker holes, but are occasionally found in
No
buildings; though this is not their preferred habitat. Winter hibernation takes place in caves,
mines and deep crevices. Tri-colored Bats prefer an open forest habitat type in proximity to
water (6).
The Eastern Small-footed Myotis has fur with black roots and shiny brown tips as well as
very small feet. In the spring and summer, the Eastern Small-footed Myotis will roost in a
variety of habitats, including in or under rocks, in rock outcrops, in buildings, under bridges, Yes: adjacent lands
or in caves, mines, or hollow trees. They change their roosting locations daily and hunt at
only
night for insects. They hibernate in winter, often in caves and abandoned mines choosing
colder and drier sites than other similar bats (1).
The Little Brown Myotis has glossy brown fur and a fleshy projection covering the entrance
to its ears. This species roosts in trees and buildings, often selecting attics, abandoned
Yes: adjacent lands
buildings and barns for summer colonies where they can raise their young. Little Brown Bats
only
hibernate from October/November to March/April, most often in caves or abandoned
mines that are humid and remain above freezing (1).
The Northern Myotis has dull yellow-brown fur with pale bellies and long, rounded ears.
This species is found in boreal forests, roosting under loose bark and in the cavities of trees.
No
These bats hibernate from October/November to March/April, most often in caves or
abandoned mines (1).
Formerly called the Eastern Wolf, this canine was recently renamed the Algonquin Wolf. In
the southern portion of the province, this species prefers deciduous and mixed forest
landscapes while their northern range include mixed and coniferous forests. It is most
No
prevalent in areas with abundant prey species which include Beaver, White-tailed Deer and
Moose. Dens sites are usually found in coniferous forests with easily excavated soil types
like sand and close to a permanent water source (1).

Trees, plants, fungi and lichens

American Ginseng

Panax quinquefolius

END

END

S2

Black Ash

Fraxinus nigra

THR

No status

-

Butternut

Juglans cinerea

END

END

S2?

American Ginseng is a perennial plant which grows up to 60 centimetres in height. The
leaves typically have five leaflets arranged in a whorl at the end of the leaf stem. The root
looks like a gnarly parsnip. The flowers are an inconspicuous green-white in colour, but the
berries are bright red and arranged in a cluster. In Ontario, the American Ginseng typically
grows in rich, moist, and mature deciduous woods dominated by Sugar Maple, White Ash,
and American Basswood. It typically grows in deep, nutrient rich soil over limestone or
marble bedrock (1).
The Black Ash is a smaller-sized tree with a narrow crown, light grey and scaly bark, and
green, oval leaflets on a central stalk. It grows everywhere in Ontario except for the Far
north, preferring moist climates and soils such as swampy woodlands or bogs (1).
The Butternut is a medium sized tree reaching 30 m in height. It has large compound leaves
with 11 to 17 leaflets. The fruit is oval, fuzzy and sticky. In Ontario, the Butternut prefers
moist, well-drained soil, often along streams, or occasionally well-drained gravel sites. It
grows alone or in small groups in deciduous forests (1).
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